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Ror is a prosperous farming community residing mainly in Karnal, Kaithal, Kurukshetra, 
Panipat and Yamunanagar districts of Haryana. Earlier i.e., till 1970 all these districts were 
sub-divisions of Karnal district. Rors had been addressed by all communities as ROR RAJA. 
 
History writing is generally controversial and difficult because it does not suit the 
temperament, level of knowledge, ego, views and so on of all readers. 
 
On this paper what I am penning down is collection of information, which can assist some 
modernly educated people to further conduct research on Rors. I believe some people are 
eager to know more about the RORs. 
 
What majority of Rors had been saying about themselves? 
 

• We had come from Dilli – Badli (15 Kms. North of Red Fort – Delhi) 
• We lived initially in 84 (Chaurasi) ‘Sirkis’ South-West of Thanesar (Kurukshetra) 
• Rors had dug the Kurukshetra (Thanesar) ‘Sarovar’ 
• There used to be four Ror ‘Lambardars’ in Thanesar 
• In employment there used to be 72 ‘chowkidars’ 
• About their settlement in present day villages, practically all are unanimous in 

saying that our great grandfathers had come from so and so village to inhabit the 
present villages. About dates even educated people are horribly wild 

• About livelihood and occupation, most say with boast that their great grandfathers 
had a “Lainda” of 100 buffaloes and a “Chauna” of cows. Some say they had 
goats and sheeps. 

• During the Punjab land settlement in last decades of 19th century, Jaga Bhat of 
Rajasthan, Lambardar Muslim of “Jhundla” and a Bania of Panipat played a 
crucial role in convincing Doi (name unclear – may be representative of Governor 
General Dalhouzie) about the agricultural worthiness of Rors. Land was 
registered in their names. 

• From pastoral life, Rors became full blast agriculturists in the beginning of 20th 
century when the water of Western Yamuna Canal and other canals/ channels of 
East Punjab were made available by the British Indian Government. 

• Rors had been proudly addressing each other as “Chaudhry” 
• We had not given ‘Dolas’ to Muslims. ‘Dolas’ (bride) were offered particularly 

by Rajput rulers/ chieftans to Mughals to retain their lands during the period of 
1530 – 1700 A.D.  
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Some observations on Rors 
  

1. Cunningham in around 1860-70 (dates to be checked) had listed 33 villages of Rors 
(lowest among all other communities) in Punjab census. In 1911 census, it is believed 
that Rors total population was around forty thousand. 

2. Some people sarcastically (in ignorance) call Rors as the 37th caste/race and people 
who had lifted horses dung. 

3. Their conversation with each other including females is laced with ‘Ra’ and ‘Ri’ a 
typical Rajasthani custom particularly of Mewar region. 

4. ‘Chaurasi’ area South-West of Kurukshetra had been their original strong-hold; may 
be even now. 

5. Heard from people born in 1900 A.D. Grazed buffaloes in Malwa, milked in Ajmer, 
prepared ‘Kheer’ in Agra and served to ‘Nikaner’ (Bikaner). In Hindi the saying goes, 
“Bhains charayi Malwa, dhar kadi Ajmer, kheer banayi Agra, kha gayi Nikaner”. 
Indore in MP is center of Malwa region. Ajmer 250 Kms from Indore, Agra 340 Kms 
from Ajmer and Bikaner 500 Kms. from Agra. This is left for an educated person to 
draw logical conclusion from the above saying. It would suffice for me to say that 
above mentioned geographical area was of interest to their (Ror’s) forefathers may be 
as pastoral, farmers, soldiers, feudals or rulers. 

6. Ror women sing the tragic historical event as a song about the daughter and daughter-
in-law of Chanda Rawal of Mewar. Daughter-in-law of Chanda Rawal tells the son of 
a Mughal, who had caught the hand of Chanda Rawal’s daughter for a bride, to leave 
her for the honour of Chanda Rawal. Daughter-in-law offered herself to become his 
bride. Son of Mughal did not relent and accept the alternative offer. A ‘Baluch’ who 
was also interested in Rawal’s daughter, refrained seeing the might of Mughal. Taken 
by force by the son of Mughal, Chanda Rawal’s daughter burnt herself in the tent 
where she was lodged in a military camp. I can hazard the guess of this event around 
1500 – 1600 A.D., when the Mughal Empire was at its glory. Rawals were ruling 
Mewar region including Chittorgarh and nearby areas like Udaipur. 

7. Nagaur in Marwar near Jodhpur had excellent bullocks. Rors had been boasting their 
good pair of bullocks as good as ‘Nangori’. 

8. ‘Sati’ system was banned by British Indian Government around 1880. On auspicious 
occasions, ‘Sati’ is glorified in the first song. There are ‘Satis’ by different names in 
major villages. 

9. Women sing ‘Devi’ song highlighting that ‘Devi’ temple is on a high hill and tiring 
for them to climb. Hills are either Aravalis in Rajasthan or mountains in Himalayas. 

10. Recently one school of thought among Rors says that in 1761 A.D. when the Maratha 
Army was defeated by (Afgan) Pathan Ahmed Shah Abdali, in the third battle of 
Panipat, the remnants of defeated Maratha Army melted in the Dhak jungles South-
West of Kurukshetra and started calling themselves as Rors. 

11. Ror ‘Gotras’ (clans): In past few years, some authors of books on Rors have penned 
down ‘Gotras’ of most of the Rors villagewise or otherwise. On survey of these 
gotras it stands out clearly that nearly 50% gotras are of Jats of Haryana and 
Rajasthan, 40% of Rajputs and balance 10% may be Marathas and others. This 
percentage of Jats/ Rajputs/ Marathas can be further researched. 
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12. Some people, I understand including those who feel all Rors are Marathas, in anger 
call in a derogatory sense those Rors who refuse to fall in line of Maratha group 
thinking as ‘Gulas’. 

 
What and Who is/ was Ror? 
 
To a person who believes in logic, reasoning, proof and historical facts, word Ror is baffling. 
So far there is convincingly no proof available in all material on Rors. Rohida (Rahida) is a 
tree found on the hills of Aravali mainly around Uadipur, which has commercial value. 
Rajputs since ages have been naming their sons as Rorji/ Ror Singh. Bhainsror, a fort of 
Ranas is about 60 Kms from Chittorgarh, Behror is near Alwar, Rorji ka Khera is about 50 
Kms from Udaipur on road to Chittorgarh. Like this there will be many names/ places. There 
used to be a sect of Rajputs called Rehad; but during Muslim invasions (may be around 1100 
– 1300 A.D.) they were defeated and melted away, but later resurfaced as Chaudhrys. Now 
they are called “Rar” jats but popularly known as politically dominating ‘Mirdhas’ of 
Jodhpur/ Nagaur. Bhawalpur, now in Pakistan Sindh was long back seat of Aroras before the 
advent of Muslims in India. There is no trace of connections, at least in my thinking so far, of 
a very small number of Rors of Kurukshetra with Aroras. At least at present it is ruled out. 
 
Some people had written about a historical (archaeological) site near Agra may be ancient 
seat of Rors. Historians will reject it in absence of any supporting proof based on like period, 
books or any useful material. So, researchers have to devote time and of course money on 
this riddle of Ror Raja. 
 
One piece of information I would state for going into the depth of it. After the battle of Haldi 
Ghati in 1576 A.D., Rana Pratap merged with Bhils in the mountaneous jungles of Aravali 
around Udaipur and died in these jungles around 1595 A.D. without surrendering to Akbar, 
then emperor of India. Rana Pratap’s brother, Shakti Singh accepted the authority of Akbar 
and was awarded all privileges like that of the rulers of Jaipur, Jodhpur, Bundi, Bikaner to 
name important ones. 
 
After Rana Pratap his son Amra (Amar Singh) also accepted the authority of Mughals around 
1615 A.D., but he was excused not to present himself in Mughal Darbar like other rulers. 
Shakti Singh’s descendents and other Rajputs who became his followers were/ now also 
called Shaktawats. Shaktawats ruled some places say 100 Kms around Udaipur/ Chittorgarh 
like Mandalgarh, Bhainsrorgarh, Shahpura and Banera. Mughals had given the title of Raja to 
Shaktawat rulers. Around 1700 A.D. (dates to be checked) Rorji also called Ror Raja, who 
ruled Banera (Halfway on National Highway Chittorgarh-Udaipur) had ten sons. There are 
villages on the names of these sons and they do write Ror with their named villages. More I 
will say in my comments. 
 
Role of Jagga Bhats 
 
Jagga bhats of Tunga, a place 40 Kms on Jaipur-Agra Highway, had been visitng Ror 
villages for a long time. Traditionally they were given one Rupee and one Kg grain for their 
services. They will record new marriages and births in families in their books. These Tunga 
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Bhats visit rajputs of Northern Haryana and Western U.P. and Rors. They have divided their 
“jajmans” in the ratio of 2:1 that is two brothers go to Rajputs and one to Rors. They seem to 
have authentic records of 8-9 generations of nearly all Ror villages, which to my mind is 
undisputable. This is also a fact that during land consolidation, “Doi”, around 1880-1890 
needed proof of Ror being agriculturists and not a pastoral nomad. The Jagga Bhats of Tunga 
brought their books on camel back to establish the status of Rors as agriculturists and 
degraded former feudals/ rulers.The Rors became land owners.  
 
The Jaggas, it is understandable, may not be able to produce convincing history of the Rors 
due to their limited resources and level of education, but to discard them on this basis will 
amount to closing forever this vital historical resource coming since generations. It may 
encourage some emotional and ambitious people to concoct Ror history on their whims and 
fancies away from historical facts. Artificial things do not last long. So, I appeal and urge to 
all Rors that Jagga’s services should continue which are at minimal price. It is also a link of 
ancestral chain. 
 
Comments   
 
Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan 
 
Most of my comments will be based on “Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan”, a book now 
in three volumes available in Delhi and Jaipur, written by Colonel James Todd in 1820A.D. 
after nearly four years touring in whole of Rajasthan (Then Rajputana). Todd’s sources of 
information were Jagga Bhats, Charans – the official bards of then Rajput rulers, Brahmins, 
Jain scholars and of course rulers themselves. This book is basically a record of Rajput 
rulers, their royal races, customs, religion, tradition and practices. Today any Rajput of 
substance treat this book most accurate and authentic than any other book available in the 
market; so a bible of Rajputs. Anyone who reads this book will be convinced about its 
credibility.  
 
Population and villages 
 
Today Rors may be around  four lakhs in 150 villages. If less than 100 years ago that is 1911 
A.D. (Punjab census report) they were forty thousand that is one tenth of today’s population. 
By that logic, they may be around four thousand in 1811 A.D. So, safely one can say they 
were not more than six to eight thousand in 1811 A.D. Again going back to 1711 A.D. they 
may be around eight hundred that is one tenth of eight thousand. By this logic, in 1711 A.D. 
Rors were at most 1500 in total. If there were 33 villages in 1870 A.D. there might have been 
10 villages in 1770 A.D. In 1711 A.D. 1500 Rors possibly might be living in AILIS (a 
temporary halting place used till 1940 A.D. in Himalayan foot-hill jungles with animals 
brought for grazing), thatched huts, ‘Sirkis’ or ‘Kutcha makans’. 
 
Digging Kurukshetra Brahm Sarovar 

 
I had heard from many elderly people that they had been hearing from their ancestors that 
Rors had dug Kurukshetra Brahm Sarovar. Jagga bhat Deshraj of Tunga, had also confirmed 
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that Rors had done yajna at Kurukshetra. About date and period the Jaggas are ignorant. 
Some people without historical sense, ego, due to present day better financial status or 
political ambition, may think digging sarovar as degrading/ insulting and reject this ancestral 
information outrightly. They are urged to probe into it. 
 
Aurangzeb and his son Bahadur Shah (ruled 1707 to 1712 A.D.) had Hindu Rajput wives 
besides of their own religion. Aurangzeb, known to all history students, was religiously 
fanatic and wanted Rajput rulers, in addition to general public, to embrace Islam. To achieve 
this aim, he banished Raja Ajit (Ajit Singh of Jodhpur) and raja jai Singh of Amber ( now 
jaipur) from their ruling territories from 1695 A.D. to 1707 A.D. Aurangzeb died in 1707 
A.D. in Aurangabad now in Maharashtra. After Aurangzeb’s death, Ajit captured Jodhpur 
and Jai Singh – Amber. 
 
In 1710 A.D., Aurangzeb’s wife, a Rajputani, and Bahadur shah’s (then ruler of Delhi) wife 
also a Rajputani desired to go on pilgrimage to Kurukshetra. Ajit Singh of Jodhpur, Jai Singh 
of Jaipur and other Rajput chieftans were summoned to Delhi for going on pilgrimage to 
Kurukshetra along with royal Mughal caravan. Ajit, Jai Singh, rulers of Bundi and Banera 
(may be others also) collected mainly Rajput soldiers/ workers and Jats (Chaudhrys called at 
that time, even now also in Western and South-Western parts of Rajasthan) as camp workers, 
of different gotras, to go to Kurukshetra via Delhi. The rulers camped (as always used to 
camp) on the banks of Yamuna, present day ISBT and Tibetan refugee camp. The workers 
possibly camped in nearby Baadli village. From Baadli village, the Mughal and Hindu Rajas’ 
caravan moved to Kurukshetra along Sher Shah Suri Marg. Royal caravan had elephants for 
the king/ queen, nobles and Hindu rulers whereas workers moved on camels in front, on the 
flanks and rear of the caravan. On reaching Kurukshetra, Rajput soldiers/ workers and 
Chaudhry (Jats) workers must have camped in 84 ‘Sirkis’ South West of Kurukshetra. 
Camels could move even today 80-100 Kms in 15/16 hours a day. Rajput soldiers/ workers 
and Chaudhrys (Jats) used to be rotated from their dwellings/ Muzara lands within two to 
three years to different places. No one except rulers/nobles had right over lands as we have in 
our villages today. 
 
In caravan, Rajput soldiers and Jat workers who were young and able-bodied had their wives 
and children with them, as it was customary to move with their families.  
 
An acecdote (kissa kahani) as given in Col. Todd’s book ‘Annals and antiquities of Rajasthan 
volume II page 1016 produced in appendix A will throw light on the requirement of digging 
Kurukshetra Sarovar. The digging operations must have continued from six months to one 
year under supervision of a Hindu Rajput chieftain (may be Ror Raja?). As digging must 
have taken longer period, some workers/ pioneers might have been mustered from villages 
between Delhi and Kurukshetra, who on completion of mission might have stayed back in 
kurukshetra along with Rajput soldiers/ workers, if at that time they thought to be in good 
books of rulers. But people from Rajasthan even after completion of the mission of digging 
sarovar must have stayed back, as assumed on the persuasion of their chieftain (may be Ror 
Raja) because there were no permanent dwellings of people/workers in those days and people 
could settle anywhere.  
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Ror 37th Royal Race/ Caste?  
 
If we accept above line of thinking, Ror Raja, it is probable, might have told all those young 
people, who had come with their families, engaged in digging of Kurukshetra sarovar that he 
would create their 37th royal race if they stayed with him in this pious Hindu religious place. 
People basically Rajput soldiers and Jat workers (Chaudhrys) must have preferred to stay 
with Ror Raja. Since 8th/ 9th century, when Rajputras were created out of Indian/ Hindu races 
to 18th century upto the fall of Mughal empire, Bharat was ruled by 36 ruling royal races, as 
given in appendix B, taken from Col. Tod’s book volume 1. 
 
Now –a-days 36 castes loosely are used to denote tradesmen like blacksmith, goldsmith, 
cobblers, sweepers and so on, farming communities like Jats, Gurjjar, Ahir and so on, 
businessmen like Baniyas and priests like Brahmins. Traders, farmers, tradesmen and priests, 
if we survey all over India, will run into thousands. In medieval India, all above mentioned 
people were in support of ruler and did not have much importance as on today. The person 
who mattered was the ruler. 36 ruling races already given in appendix B.  
 
In 17th/ 18th centuries it was machoism to have followers, besides own offsprings, to present 
a sword force for capturing territories. A few examples like Rajawat, Ranawat, Shaktawat, 
Udawat and even Ahlawats. Ror Raja might had been working on those lines to create a Ror 
Raja sword force basically out of Rajput soldiers and Jat (chaudhry) workers. The concept of 
37th Race/ caste might have lured people to remain behind Ror Raja because he was closer to 
the king of Delhi. If this bait of remaining closer to the king of Delhi by being followers of 
Ror Raja had not been there, people who had come from Rajasthan would have attempted to 
return to their home states/ territories but one thing is certain that Jats of villages between 
Delhi and Kurukshetra like Gulia, kadyian, Latther, Jaglan, Dahyia to name a few would 
have returned to their villages/ habitations. They remained with Ror Raja. 
 
Indian political and Military landscape after Aurangzeb’s death in 1707 A.D., had 
dramatically changed. Marathas under Peshwas were knocking at the door of Delhi, Sikhs 
were forming misals, Jats were making Mughal lines hell around Agra and Pindaris were 
plundering. Ror Raja’s ambition of creating 37th royal Race/ caste never took off, but rather 
disappeared. However, his followers, calling themselves Rors did remain united initially in 
84 ‘Sirkis’ in the Dak jungles South-West of Kurukshetra (closer to Kurukshetra sarovar). 
Subsequently, marriages among them did not pose any problem because they had come from 
so many different gotras. With the passage of time and their pastoral life-style, they expanded 
East and West of Kurukshetra. Today their agricultural proficiency is a history.   
 
 
Possibly Ror Raja is of Rana Descent 
 
1. As mentioned earlier, Banera (between Chittorgarh and Udaipur) became seat of 

followers of Shakti Singh (brother of Rana Pratap) and the head of Banera was given the 
title of Raja by Mughal Delhi Durbar. It is also mentioned earlier that one Raja Rorji 
around 1700 A.D. had nearly ten sons and even today there are 10-12 villages around 
Banera named after Rorji’s sons and they do say that they are descendants of Raja Rorji. 
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2. Aurangzeb’s Hindu wife used to be called Udaipuri (Udaiperi). Col Tod in 1820 A.D. 
investigated and found out Udaipuri was not from the family of Udaipur Ranaji but was 
likely from the family of Banera, as given in appendix ‘C’. In 1710 A.D. Ror Raja of 
Banera must have gone on pilgrimage to Kurukshetra along with other Hindu rulers like 
Ajit of Jodhpur and Jai Singh of Amer (Jaipur), because Rajputani wives of Aurangzeb 
and his son Bahadur Shah had desired to visit Kurukshetra. 

3. Udaipuri is from Banera, and Ror Raja is also from Banera, they must also be related. 
Hence we may say Ror Raja is from Banera. However, it needs lot of survey, study and 
investigations. 

4. Ranas, Udaipur rulers (that includes of Banera also) for last 600 years at least had been 
called Rawals, Gohils, now Sisodias in that order. So Ror Raja was a Gohil. The word 
Gohil must have been corrupted as Gohila (or Gula) as Rors are sarcastically addressed 
some time. 

 
Ror Gotras 
 
The information is being furnished, as a sample, on some of the Gotras of Rors. Researchers 
can take it further, at least on their own Gotras if not all. 
 
Mahla:  
Mahla (Mohila or Mohil) is ancient ruling race, one out of 36 Rajput ruling races, ruled in 
1440 villages, epicenter being Nagaur district in Marwar Rajasthan. They were defeated by 
Rathores of Jodhpur around 1500 A.D. Degraded from rulers, they merged with Jats and are 
farmers now. See appendix ‘D’. Volume II pages 1127 and 1144 of Col. Tods book. 
 
Khokhra and Dandhal:  
In 1820 A.D. they were shown as part of Rathores. See appendix E Volume I page106. 
Dandhals who write Deen Dayal can re-think. 
 
Hurda:  
Hurda is now a tehsil/ sub-division, earlier a state of Rajputs, of Bhilwara district of 
Rajasthan. The people who ruled in Hurda, not in position to say, may be a clan of Ranas as 
it falls near Chittorgarh/ Udaipur in Mewar. 
 
Khinchi: 
Khinchi/ Khichi/ Khenchi pronounced as per different geographical regions, ruled in Malwa 
region of present day Jhalawar district of Rajasthan, from the fort of Gagron, 15 kms from 
Jhalawar district HQ. The fort is spread along a hill ridge in 5 kms and surrounded by ‘Ahu’ 
river, a perennial tributary of Kali Sindh river. Muslim Sultans captured the fort around 1400 
A.D. and Khinchis disintegrated. Now Rajputs have accepted them as a part of their society. 
Some had become Khichad Jats, some were forced by Muslims to be Butchers and degraded 
to Khatiks. Mogaji, a Khinchi bard, when in 1820 A.D. was relating atrocities on Khinchis by 
Muslim Sultans, blood came in his eyes due to pain. Ancient seat of Khinchis, before 
Gagron, was Ahar, 5 kms from Udaipur, now a mound under Archaeological department 
control and a tourist historical site. Khinchis of Ahar Kurana to think over it. However, Col. 
Tod’s books are full of references on Khinchis. 
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Chauhan: 
After 1192 A.D., Chauhan the most popular and biggest ruling race, which had spread in 
North India including Pakistan territory, disintegrated, degraded and even converted to Islam. 
Now-a-days, they are found among Rajputs, Jats, other intermediatery and lower classes. It is 
difficult, in absence of evidence, to say as to with whom that is Ajit, Jai Singh, ruler of Bundi 
they came with. No comments if they had come from any other place including present day 
U.P. Needs investigation with proof. 
 
Taya: 
If you go to Udaipur, ask anybody who is local of Udaipur including auto taxi driver about 
the address of Tayas. Tayas of Udaipur had adopted Jainism around 1830 A.D. and are 
prosperous businessmen. Their forte is foreign trade. Their population in Udaipur is around 
200 and some, may be 200, had gone for business in Ahmedabad, Mumbai and Delhi. About 
their background, they feel they had branched off from Ranas. In my opinion, nearly 600 to 
800 Tayas are there in major five villages of Kaithal, other gotras population had merged 
with Tayas in above-mentioned five villages in last 250 +years time period. Some one had 
advocated that there are Tayas in Marathas. This is misleading, mischievious, baseless and 
untrue. 
 
Sagwal:   
There is a sub-division Sagwara of Udaipur near Gujarat border. There is no information on 
Sagwals about their origin. If Sagwal and Sangwan is the same thing, then there is a 84 
villages ‘Khap’ of Sangwan Jats near Delhi/ Rohtak. Researchers, at least a Sagwal should 
probe into it, either they are Rajputs of Sagwara or Jats of Haryana. 
 
Chopra: 
30 kms on Sirsi road from Jaipur, there are 5 villages of Jat Chopras. Possibly these Jat 
Chopras had gone with Jai Singh of Jaipur in 1710 A.D. to Kurukshetra. There are also some 
Jain Chopras in Rajasthan. It is for certain that Ror Chopras are not connected with Punjabi 
Chopras. 
 
Mirdha: 
Mirdhas are in Jodhpur and Nagaur and they are India-fame Jat political personalities. 
 
Turan: 
Tuar seems to have been corrupted into Turan in speaking while living in inhospitable 
terrain, along with the animals in jungles. 
 
Atri: 
There are Atri Jats in meerut, Atri Rajputs near Jaga bhat Tunga village in Rajasthan and of 
course Maratha Brahmin Atri (Atre). Locals of Kunjpura should connect it better. 
 
Other Gotras: 
Thola, Badsar, Dhankad, Beniwal, Jhoon, Baliana and Lamba are Jats in Rajasthan and 
Haryana. Gohlan might be from Gohil; but there are Gahlan Jats also in Haryana. 
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Gotras Research 
Any serious researcher, my advice, should solicit the help/ services of Dr. Rajpal Singh of 
Jagadhari/ Yamunanagar College, in analyzing the background of gotras, because he has 
already worked on the subject and has good knowledge of Jat/ Rajput gotras. As a guide I 
would state that all gotras of Ror not commented upon by me are respectable, existing and 
available among Rajputs/ Jats 100 kms around Jaipur, Jodhpur and Udaipur (including 
Bundi). Of course there are some Maratha gotras also. So, there is no need to change/ twist 
the gotras. 
 
Ror Raja and Marathas 
Maharasthra is four times bigger than Haryana in population and territiory (land mass). 
Communities in Maharashtra are Brahmins, Marathas, OBCs and S.C. S.T. Brahmins besides 
being priests, are farmers and good soldiers. Marathas are biggest in population, land-owners, 
farmers and fighters. Marathas are something like Jats and Rajputs combined together. 
Authentic history says Sindhiya (Gwalior) was a husband’s man (farmer) and Holkar 
(Indore) a goat keeper. Maharashtra is full of Deccan plateau hills and Western Ghat 
mountains which are ideal place for Guerrilla warfares. Supported by this terrain, Shivaji, 
who died in 1680 A.D., a Maratha, brought down mighty Mughal empire extended from 
Kabul to Bay of Bengal, to its knees. 
 
When Aurangzeb died in 1707 A.D., the rein of Maratha forces was in the hands of 
“Peshwas”, Brahmins. After Shivaji’s death, the leadership of Maratha forces slipped into the 
hands of Peshwas whereas the fighting force was still the Maratha, interspersed with 
Brahmin fighters. 
 
In 1705 A.D. the Peshwa and his Maratha forces crossed Narmada and launched military 
operations in central provinces (now M.P.) against Muslim rulers, against Hindu rulers of 
Eastern Rajasthan and towards Orissa. In 1739 A.D. the Mughal ruler of Delhi was confined 
within the four walls of Lal Quila. Rulers of Rajasthan, M.P. and Orissa were paying 
“Chauth” and “Sardeshmukhi”. 
 
From 1739 to 1761 A.D. Maratha soldiers mounted on “Satara” horses were in total 
domination of territories astride Sher Shah Suri Marg (now G.T. road – NH 1) from Delhi to 
Peshawar/ Kabul. This is the period (1739-1761 A.D.) when Rors (followers of Ror Raja) 
came in contact with Marathas in Dhak jungles South-West of Kurukshetra. Marathas 
established a military camp housing 5-10 thousand soldiers and 3-4 thousand horses in 
“Bahu-Samana” on G.T. road near Kurukshetra for duties in Punjab and Afganistan, from 
1740 to 1760 A.D. 
 
Seventy two Ror chowkidars got employment in Bahu-Samana military camp, perhaps to 
look after horses. Marathas from Shivaji days were staunch Hindus. They must have been 
influenced by strong Kshatriyas stand of Rors, living nearly all together and that too Hindu 
most pious place of Kurukshetra. 
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Marathas, who sacrificed so much while fighting bitter battles with Muslims developed 
strong anti-Muslim, particularly against convertees to Islam, feelings. They used to over-run 
Muslim settlement/ villages and settle Hindus in those destroyed villages. Between Delhi and 
Ambala there could never come up big villages/ towns because Mughal/ Muslim armies were 
always on move most of the time on G.T. road. However some Mughal administrative 
personnel supported by Muslim attendants were stationed in Samalakha, Panipat, Karnal, 
Kurukshetra and Ambala. Marathas overran and destroyed all Muslim posts in Panipat, 
Karnal and Kurukshetra. Marathas attacked and banished Nawab of Kunjpura. Barring a few 
Muslim villages, most of the Muslim/ Jullaha settlements were destroyed, 30-40 kms astride 
G.T. road. This is 20 years time initially (1740 A.D. – 1760 A.D.) when Rors in 15-30 
strengths depending upon their past Rajasthan groupings were made to settle by Marathas 30 
kms astride G.T. road to include places like Kurukshetra, Amin, Tarawadi and Karnal. An 
elderly man of Kunjpura did tell me that Marathas made them to settle in Kunjpura. 
Researchers may hear many such stories from other villages. This support of Marathas made 
Rors somewhat comfortable and kept them united, even Jats of Haryana who could have 
gone to their villages did not do so. In last 40 to 50 years (from 1710 – 1760 A.D.) 
generations have changed, Rajputs and Jats of Rajasthan must have abandoned the idea of 
moving to their regions/ villages, a distance of 500 – 800 kms, so they stayed on. 
 
Third battle of Panipat (1761 A.D.) 
 
After the defeat of Marathas at Panipat in 1761 A.D., about four to five thousand soldiers did 
not know as what to do or where to go. Some might have withdrawn to Rajasthan in 
organized manner but most stayed on and melted in jungles/ villages in all four directions of 
Panipat, of course some with families. Maratha families used to be with soldiers due to long 
distances from Maharashtra. About 25 years back, when I was talking on third battle of 
Panipat with a Maharashtrian scholar, he did say the remnant soldiers after Panipat battle 
merged with the people of Haryana like Marathas with Jats and Brahmins with Brahmins. A 
keen historian should investigate the merging of Marathas with local people of Haryana. It is 
understood that, in Pundri, Maratha Brahmins had merged with Brahmins.  
 
Logically, when for 20 years (1740 – 1760 A.D.) there was interaction between Marathas and 
Rors South of Kurukshetra, the Marathas must have merged with Rors after the third battle of 
Panipat. Researchers must identify Marath gotras and then identify those Marathas in Rors. 
Dabras in Rors, I believe is for sure Maratha. See appendix F. So, those who write Dabur 
instead of Dabra can re-think. I understand Bajida Jattan Ranas used to be called Rane; Rane 
is 100% Maratha martial gotra. They are also doing well in business now a days.  
 
Are all Rors Marathas?  
 
Maratha is the best brand amongst Martial communities in India. Maratha, rich or poor, gets 
respect in India. Some people amongst Rors not only claim that all Rors are Marathas, but 
they want to bull-dose and force/ coerce their unresearched belief by aggressive posture, may 
be perhaps for political motives or ignorance. Anything without logic and reasoning does not 
last for long. After reading this paper, Maratha advocates amongst Rors should cool down 
and become reasonable. All those who have rajput/ Jat brand in Rors may not be as good as 
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Marathas but not that bad also. My advise to Maratha brand, after reading this paper, is to 
invite Jagga Bhats who are a link between the past and the present with hardly any fee and 
restore their activities honourably. 
 
Lawlessness period (Dahad Padna)  
 
From 1710 to 1761 A.D. law and order was weak between Delhi and Ambala (in fact entire 
North India). Law and order totally crumbled after 1761 A.D. and remained so upto 1815 
A.D. when East India company showed its presence in Delhi. Sikhs of Kaithal, plunderers 
themselves, could restore some order in 1808A.D., in their territory. During lawlessness there 
used to be raids (dahad) in settlement/ villages for grain, buffaloes, ghee or grass for horses. 
People used to protect themselves by using shields (dhal), sang, sail and spears. Raids forced 
people to concentrate in villages for protection and they accepted the important and 
dominating gotra as the gotra of the village discarding their own gotra.  
 
This point I will elaborate for example, taking Rasina village as an example. Five ‘Taya’, as 
history goes, brothers founded Rasina, say between 1740 –1760 A.D. ‘Bhati’ Rajputs of 
Jodhpur/ Jaisalmer, ‘Duda’ Rajputs of Merta (Meerabai’s ancestors), ‘Dhakla’ (not sure 
either ‘Dhaka’ Jats or of Dhakla Khera – an opium cultivating place near Chittorgarh – 
should be Rajputs), Ghotu (needs investigation). ‘Thinge’ sounds like Maratha merged with 
‘Tayas’ for harmony and social necessity. This type of merging must have taken place in 
other villages also. 
 
Territorial area of Rors 
 
It is clear that they were in small area south of Kurukshetra and due to pastoral nature used to 
go to Himalayan foothills/ forests for animal grazing. During lawlessness period, due to raids 
of Sikh misls, some people must have settled down in present day U.P.  
 
Why did Rajput Rors not merge with Rajputs of Karnal?  
 
In those days of 1710 –1740 A.D. Rajputs food, dress, social life had become closer to 
Muslims due to their matrimonial alliances with Muslims. Rajputs of Rajputana (now 
Rajasthan), although great number of them also had given their daughters to Muslims, still 
felt that they were superiors to Rajputs of Haryana. After 1950 A.D. only Rajasthan Rajputs 
started taking daughters of Haryana Rajputs and even today leaving exceptions do not want 
to marry their daughters to Haryana Rajputs. This complex must have forced Rors for not 
merging with Rajputs.    
 
Nadir Shah invasion of India in 1738 A.D.  
 
There is no particular connection of Nadir Shah attack on India with these papers, for interest 
sake it may be. Nadir Shah, a Persian (now Iran) entered India to loot Delhi. Delhi Mughal 
ruler ordered Governor of Ambala to fall back to Karnal to face Nadir Shah at Karnal. Karnal 
was evacuated and Mughal forces took defences in Karnal feeling right arm strong based on 
the East on Yamuna river. Persian forces took 20 km detour through Dhak jungles via near 
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present day Manjura and appeared near Madhuban/ Kutail totally surprising Mughals in 
Karnal; thus annihilating Mughals from the rear and also cutting their withdrawal route to 
Delhi. Nadir Shah proceeded to Delhi for plundering. It is presumed that there were no Rors 
in Karnal at that time. It is also presumed that Rors/ Jats must have been settled in Karnal, 
after this event, by Marathas. Rors were / and are at the highest point in Karnal. 
 
Conclusion  
 
Some of the key points as conclusion are given below for intellectuals to ponder over: 

1. In 1710, approximately 2000-3000 people with their families including children 
comprising of 65% Jats and 30% Rajputs of different Gotras (Clans) mainly from 
Jaipur and Jodhpur Rajputana states under the leadership of Raja Jai Singh (Jaipur) 
and Raja Ajit (Jodhpur) and also Raja Ror of Banera (60 Kms from Chittorgarh) had 
gone to Kurukshetra after a few days camping at Dilli – Badli.  

2. Raja Jai Singh, Raja Ajit and chieftain Raja Ror were summoned by widow Hindu 
Rani of Aurangzeb to accompany her for pilgrimage to Kurukshetra. After the death 
of Aurangzeb in 1707 A.D., Bahadur Shah who ruled Delhi from 1707 to 1712 was 
the son of above-mentioned Hindu Rani of Aurangzeb who hailed from Banera. 
Bahadur Shah’s wife was also a Hindu. Bahadur Shah’s mother and wife, both being 
Hindu, were keen to go on pilgrimage to Kurukshetra. 

3. After the anecdote of an eagle in Kurukshetra, Aurangzeb’s Hindu wife desired and 
ordered that Brahm Sarovar of Kurukshetra be dug. 

4. Jats and Rajputs of Rajasthan who had come along with the Rajas of Jaipur, Jodhpur 
and Banera, were ordered to dig the pious pond of Thanesar (Kurukshetra). Jats with 
other communities between Delhi and Kurukshetra were also commandeered to come 
and assist in digging the sarovar. Possibly digging operations were conducted under 
the supervision of Raja Ror. Most of the Jats, after completion of the digging 
operations went back to their villages, but some merged with the Rajasthani people, 
follower of Raja Ror and became part of Ror clan and still exist so. 

5. After sometime, may be few years, Rors (follower’s of Raja Ror) started rearing 
cattle like buffaloes, cows, sheeps and camels and became animal husbandman in the 
Dhak jungles South-West of Kurukshetra in an area of 20-30 miles.   

6. Living on cattle wealth for their livelihood in the Dhak jungles South-West of 
Kurukshetra continued as main occupation of these people for 4-5 generations i.e., 
100 years plus.  

7. They (Rors) braved the lawlessness of Sikh rule for 80 years i.e., from 1775 to 1855. 
Sikhs had quite a number of small forts and Rors settled initially around these Sikh 
forts for e.g. Kaul, Sakra and Rasina to name a few Sikh forts. 

8. During Sikh turmoil some Rors were pushed across Yamuna into present day Uttar 
Pradesh/ Uttaranchal where the Rors got protection under Rajput/ Muslim rulers from 
the tyranny of Sikhs. 

9. After the East India Company defeated Sikhs of Kaithal region around 1850, Rors 
also saw stability in their settlements like other communities of the region. 

10. Due to their pastoral nature Rors were not sticking to one place for a longer period 
and moved from one settlement to another settlement. This nomadic type nature of 
Rors created a difficulty for the British administrators in around 1880 A.D. for 
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allotting agricultural land to them. Some prominent Rajputs, Muslims and Baniyas 
had to convince British administrators for the agricultural worthiness of Rors.  

 
 
Whatever I have heard about Rors as to what Rors say about themselves, what others say 
about them, was made the basis of my comments. These papers can be used for discussions 
for further refinement, provided some people, researchers in particular, do read “Annals and 
Antiquities of Rajasthan” to deepen the discussions. 
 
Dependence on agriculture is reducing, which compels people to go in four corners of the 
world in pursuit of livelihood. This paper should equip those people going out with more 
knowledge of Ror Raja. 
 
Some people perhaps due to social and political ambitions want to give all Rors a new, of 
course, most respectable brand of Marathas but that would be far from truth and untenable. 
Majority of Rors are either Rajputs or Jats, which are also respectable brands. However, I 
would like to say that some Maharashtrians after the third battle of Panipat in 1761 had 
merged with Jats, Brahmins and also Rors. The percentage of Maharashtrians in Rors like 
other communities could be a few percentage only. 
 
It will be my priceless pleasure if these papers are read by intellectuals and researchers for 
enhancing their awareness about Ror Raja.  
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